Antivascular endothelial growth factor as an approach for macular edema.
Macular edema is an abnormal thickening of the macula associated with the accumulation of excess fluid in the extracellular space of the neurosensory retina. The following chapter looks at the basic pathomechanisms of macular edema as well as major pathologic conditions leading to it: special focus is on diabetic retinopathy, retinal venous occlusions and a number of inflammatory disorders. Currently available data on up-to-date pharmacologic treatment options such as steroids and anti-VEGF compounds is presented and discussed.